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At Social Studies School Service, we have long lived by the credo of 
constant refinement and improvement. And I am so proud of how 
we’ve improved the widely adopted Nystrom elementary program, 
building on the long legacy of Nystrom’s leading role in hands-on 
learning, to create our new Nystrom Young Citizens program.  

We listened to elementary teachers from across the country and have 
spent several years incorporating a rich literacy component of leveled 
student readers, a student narrative that tackles standards with 
more rigor, and a highly interactive digital experience. The program 
(literally) draws on the activity maps and globes that form the core 
of our hands-on learning.

Nystrom Young Citizens is about cultivating the essential skills of 
citizenship that form the foundation for engagement in community, 
country, and the world. Each leveled reader includes an activity 
focused on taking informed action. The characters in the narrative 
come from diverse backgrounds and model how to interact in a 
pluralistic society.

Our company is motivated by the mission of creating teaching and 
learning tools that make students want to reach for new heights 
while immersing themselves in the learning process. We feel that 
engaged students lead to engaged citizens and giving our students 
essential citizenship skills prepares them for lifelong success.

Thanks for considering Nystrom Young Citizens!

Sincerely, 

David Weiner 
CEO

If you have any questions about the curriculum,  
contact your state curriculum specialist or write to

access@socialstudies.com
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Grade 4 Program Overview
Nystrom Young Citizens is a comprehensive, hands-on elementary curriculum designed to 

meet the needs of your diverse students. The multi-purpose approach supports student-

led inquiry and deepens learning by placing the focus on academic rigor, literacy, hands-

on activities, digital integration, and assessments for United States history. Modern 

students need multiple ways to interact with content while building key skills like reading, 

writing, critical thinking, discussion, and listening. These resources are easy-to-incorporate 

into any classroom and meet state standards and teacher needs.

STUDENT BOOK CLASS SET OF 30

Strengthen student understanding of concepts and 
inquiry skills with readings that incorporate primary 
sources and historical analysis

TEACHER'S GUIDE
Make lessons straightforward and easy to prepare 
with clearly organized, step-by-step instructions

GROUP ACTIVITY CARDS 30 CARDS TOTAL

Encourage collaborative learning and effective 
communication with six sets of cards corresponding 
with each chapter of the student book
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LEVELED STUDENT READERS SET OF 8 COPIES PER LEVEL

Promote literacy with six readers covering the same content at four 
reading levels, illustrating and expanding on topics from the student 
book

ACTIVITY GLOBE CLASS SET OF 6

Hands-on globes give students the opportunity to use wet-
erase markers to explore world features through activities 

from the teacher’s guide

U.S./WORLD DESK MAP CLASS SET OF 30

Support geography standards with a class set of markable 
United States and world desk maps that explore earth’s 
physical features and align with activities in the student book

DIGITAL PLATFORM
Give students and teachers access 
to content anywhere, anytime

STUDENT HANDOUTS
Keep reproducibles in one convenient place. This booklet 
includes master copies of all letters home, worksheets, 
and chapter reviews
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Digital Platform
Set your classroom up for success with the Nystrom Young Citizens digital 

platform, which gives students and teachers the ability to utilize the 

resources at home and in school. Seamlessly integrate the print and digital 

materials that suit your needs. 
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Student Materials
Rigorous and engaging digital activities 
Every chapter includes accompanying activities designed to 

require varying levels of depth of knowledge while developing 

skills, covering content, and reinforcing vocabulary. Mapping 

activities provide students with a hands-on approach to 

geographic literacy. Activities are designed to be simple, yet 

engaging for each learning task.

Assessments
Available digitally for every chapter
Formative assessments allow students to practice skills 

and reinforce concepts taught in the student book. The 

summative assessment, final chapter test, is available both as 

a downloadable print-out or a digital exam. When completed 

digitally, teachers can take advantage of the platform’s learning 

management system to grade assessments and generate 

reports to track student process.

Teacher Materials
Ready-to-print resources all in one place
The teacher’s guide is available online, which includes printable 

activity sheets and tests to use in class. Lesson closures, 

letters home, state maps, group activity cards, supplemental 

resources, and graphic organizers are also available 

to download.
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Guide students at any level  
to deepen literacy skills

Leveled Student Readers
The library of non-fiction readers provides historical social studies content at four different 

reading levels. 

Content-specific readers are an ideal way to weave reading comprehension strategies into 

every chapter to maximize time spent on U.S. history. 



9

Titles:
• Ethnic Groups in American Communities: How Have They 

Changed over Time?

• Regional Folklore: What Does It Tell Us about Americans?

• The Transcontinental Railroad: How Did It Change the 
United States?

• National Parks: Who Works There and What Do They Do?

• Nigeria: What Is Life Like?

Each reader provides skill-building activities:

Reading comprehension

Primary and secondary source analysis

Discussing and communicating results

Careers

F&P Level: R

Lexile: 790

 C3 Correlation(s): D2.Civ.6.3-5; D2.Geo.5.3-5

 Subject(s): Civics; Geography; Science

Topic(s):  Careers; Conservation; 

Landmarks

Reading Comprehension Skill: 

Summarizing

National Parks
National Parks

Who Works There and 

What Do They Do?

v1.1

Careers

F&P Level: Q

Lexile: 740

 C3 Correlation(s): D2.Civ.6.3-5; D2.Geo.5.3-5

 Subject(s): Civics; Geography; Science

Topic(s):  Careers; Conservation; 

Landmarks

Reading Comprehension Skill: 

Summarizing

v1.1
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F&P Level: P

Lexile: 680
 C3 Correlation(s): D2.Civ.6.3-5; D2.Geo.5.3-5
 Subject(s): Civics; Geography; Science

Topic(s):  Careers; Conservation; 
Landmarks

Reading Comprehension Skill: 
Summarizing

v1.1

National ParksNational Parks
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What Do They Do?

Careers

F&P Level: M

Lexile: 560
 C3 Correlation(s): D2.Civ.6.3-5; D2.Geo.5.3-5 Subject(s): Civics; Geography; Science

Topic(s):  Careers; Conservation; Landmarks
Reading Comprehension Skill: 

Summarizing

v1.1

National ParksNational ParksWho Works There and What Do They Do?
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Teacher’s 
Guide
The following pages contain a lesson excerpted from 

the Nystrom Young Citizens Grade 4 Teacher’s Guide.

Table of Contents

Chapter 5 Introduction

Chapter 5, Lesson 4
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Student 
Handouts
The following pages contain activities excerpted from the 

Nystrom Young Citizens Grade 4 Student Handouts book.

Chapter 5, Lesson 4
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Student 
Book
The following pages contain an excerpt from 

the Nystrom Young Citizens Grade 4 student 

book, Encounter.

Table of Contents

Chapter 5 Introduction

Chapter 5, Lesson 4
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STUDENT BOOK  
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Social Studies School Service
10200 Jefferson Blvd.
P.O. Box 802
Culver City, CA 90232-0802

@SocialStudiesSS

SocialStudiesSS

If you have any questions about the curriculum,  
contact your state curriculum specialist or write to

access@socialstudies.com

www.socialstudies.comNYS6041SMPLR


